aced Sanctity
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The Bnei Yissaschar (ibid. 3) explains the matter based ona
statement in the Tikunei Zohar (Tikun 21, 57b): nx»pnK a™w”
"mynsn By ow Yy—Purim is named after Yom HaKippurim.
As we know, the name "p»1183 n" implies that it is a day like
Eurim--"nﬁ\ﬁ-:" We find a wonderful explanation for this
slmllarlty of names in the siddur of the author of the Tanya
(Sha ar HaPurim). When Haman cast the lot on Yisrael, he

licited a reaction in the heavens above. In the heavens, lots
v;\ere also cast—namely, the two lots cast by the Kohen Gadol
on_Yom Kippur. _This is described in the following passuk
(Vayikra 16, 8): 7rx Y1t/ rN 1w mibmia memnpwi 220 By 130N i
"sixryy—Aharon shall place lots on the two he-goats, one
lot “to Hashem” and one lot “to Azazel.” Rashi comments:
He places one goat on his right and one on his left; he puts
his two hands into a lottery box, and draws a lot in the right
hand and draws the other lot in the left hand; he puts (the
lots) on them (the goats). The one that has “to Hashem”

5 Purlm is like Yom Kippur because both days contain the
A4 casting of purim, lots, followed by salvation. On Yom
Kippur, the kokein gadol draws lots to decide which of
two goats is to be the sa’%r ld’Azazel, the scapegoat, which
ds hurled off a cliff. The demise of the sz lu/Azazel results
in the removal of bad judgments from the Jewish people.
$imilarly, on Purim, Mordechai and Esther effected the

removal of the evil decrees against the Jews after Haman
cast lots to destroy them.

The nature of Purim as a second day of atonement is
hinted to in the Megillah, when it says:

N D0 ARR-02-N T 2T IPaR-nD b YphN ARom
ORI NG DD N
And Queen Esther, daughter of Avichayil, and Morde-

chai the Jew wrote with full authority to ratify this sec-
ond letter of Purim (Esther 9:29).

The phrase mw nNST D185 1IP8 X can also be translated

as_the letter of this second Purim,” implying that Purim is the - =
% second “day of lots.” In addition, th d 7P, authority, h i i @
gt y s._h addition, the word AP, authority, has _written on it is offered to Hashem; and the one that has “to

the gematria of 580, the same as . the word sar (W’BJ) Taken
“together, the Megillah is clueing us into the Fact that Purim is
aday of lots just like Yom Kippur is, when bad judgments are
‘removed as with the sa¥ ldAzazel. In both cases. we are frail
and vulnerable, z_u_xd realize that life does not depend on the
luck of lots, but is totally dependent on Hashem.,

(Maor VaShemesh, Rimzei Purim, p. 280)

Azazel” written on it is sent to Azazel.

A}

N;)W, we have learned in the Mishnah (Yoma 62a): =w”
oMYA TIEEY IRTAS PNV MY P IANS)E DUMas Y ey
"mnRe npYsi—the mitzvah of the two_he-goats of Yom
Kippur is that they be equal in appearance, height, value
and in their simultaneous purchase. Initially, there was no
difference between the two goats; however, after the Kohen
Gadol placed the respective lots on them, they were set apart.
Qne was designated as a korban to Hashem and the other was
designated to be sent to Azazel. Similarly, prior to the Purim
miracle, Haman strived to be as great as Mordechai; however,

3
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Explaining the Name Purim

after the lot was cast, HKB"H designated Mordechai and Yisrael
\J to be His portion; whereas, Haman and his entourage, the
descendants of Amalek, He sent to the wilderness of Azazel.

Following this line of reasoning, we can now proceed to
explain why the members of the Great Assembly named the
day of the miraculous salvation from Haman's decree Purim—

I\/in the plural—even though it commemorated the “pur,” which
is singular. We will refer to the Bnei Yissaschar (Adar 4, 1). He
is bothered by the fact that the name Purim refers to the lot—
“pur”—that Haman cast, reflecting the dire situation Yisrael
faced rather than their miraculous salvation and rescue, as is
the case with other festivals. For instance, the name Pesach
commemorates the fact that HKB"H skipped over the houses
of Bnei Yisrael, while devastating Mitzrayim. Similarly, the

o Let us explain how Haman'’s “pur” down below prompted
HKB"H to draw the two lots drawn by the Kohen Gadol on
Yom Kippur. We have learned in the Gemara (Megillah 14a):
INSIY NIRTED PIWY EINISY TAMYY BIWEIRE NP AYSV Aten o
2wy TR AYSY N INT,3umY R1Tnn XY 11w YNwey nY
The removal of the ring (that Achashveirosh removed
from his hand and gave to Haman) had a greater impact
than forty-eight prophets and seven female prophets

name Succos commemorates the fact that HKB"H had us
dwell in Succos after the exodus from Mitzrayim.

that prophesied for Yisrael. For, they all failed to return

them to the good (the path of righteousness); whereas, the

removal of the ring returned them to the good.
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._b'l‘hus, we see that when the w1cked Haman cast the “pur” oyun O oaNay phan oy wn
against all of Yisrael, he motivated them to wake up and TR DT NN (-3 neK) 2N oNw
perform_sincere teshuvah., The forty-eight prophets and YMIDM MATR TR 1 0 Yy 1790 WK e
seven prophetesses failed to accomplish this feat, or at least 973 BX ONIWY FNT A9 MY D Yy -
not to this degree. Therefore, their sincere, widespread act of 21T 100 YW e Ta oy 'y vvwn by
y communal teshuvah elicited the kedushah of Yom Kippur— DYYIIK (327 MN" 1Y xov) RN IK12ND
the day of teshuvah and atonement—in the heavens above. a9 Y a prTNn NIVhW whvw v
Now, on Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol cast two lots, so that BMaYb P avw n-m,;, 19911 N3N, ava
HKB"H would choose one goat for Hashem and one goat for 1937 BA” (ow) IR TV "YRAWwA T
Azazel. In similar fashion, on Purim, which is similar to Yom « Y9 PR XY AR AN BTP MY DWaIN
Kippur--"e*'s sw"—HKB"H cast two lots in the heavens. He P Ay

placed the lot “to Hashem” on Yisrael, designating them as His
portion; whereas, the lot “to Azazel,” fell upon Haman and his
entourage, the descendants of Amalek.

07 1Y 90 YT D Y TR v e w A
J17 X0 RW T TN 0T YY1 X
M IR AT NPm L T Yy

’-] N We can now return to the Bnei Yissaschar. Hereconciles the RUYINT TOR" Lo myten) TTPOUX TIND 1ANNI
choice of the name Purim._The salvation stemmed from the O §9 75 713 LONONDW NYIT 37133, K

fact that HKB"H arranged for Haman to cast the “pur” to seal -
3 ) Yisrael's fate. That fateful act triggered a heavenly reaction;
/" HKB"H cast the two lots characteristic of Yom Kippur._ As a
\@sult, the lot “to Hashem” fell upon Yisrael, and the lot “to /

i T Tew awna MMy Oxawr 1r
g 215 YW Yw Bwin 1Y T, o N
1R K9 DX 92K 51T on Swopne Ta
T2 9T 19y TOE AN TInn 1a1wna

Azazel” fell upon Haman. DA 7NN Awna e may ‘;Nn;ui
M 2(9-3 HNpTIe) NPT T Y RN P
u“ ”, . ;
On account of the pur”: I AP T XY BN DpYN T aN) X
On Account of the Name Havaya R3Sy PYIK MDY TR 1Y)

2 that Was Written on Yisrael’s Lot

V4 el WK DT RIP) AT DyLn 1D D l}'b
It gIVBS me great pleasure to present to our royal audience SN AN CPIT NWITD Ama "’5’73"
' ] )

a novel explanation. We learned above from the Arizal that TR TU DMD 9w D TR nmwna
when Esther said: “If it please the king, jan'y qon'n i
g'n"—she was appealing to the King of the Universe to reveal
Himself via the name of Havaya—the name of divine mercy—
alluded to by the first letters of the words o<1 pana Pona K.
Based on our current discussion, Esther prayed that HKB"H
/ would place upon Yisrael the lot that had the name Havaya
Jwritten on it and, conversely, would place upon Haman the
lot that had “to Azazel” written on it. This would enable her
to set her trap at the banquet she prepared for Achashveirosh

/Y 1R 19708 Kow ™15, TonT N P

YWNT AN wRnw 1T nTma n:mun:}
"1DY INOX 1Y75N7 79 YY1 ,0mYY Kany
N2 210 Hna Sy Br” oy Yw o bn
IXIW Y 71Mapn onw, e pan 1on'n
17 T 73710 BWE P9V 2INOW Yan N

W 20 DR 900 ywan i S, Tonn nTea
Yy aNanw nvonn v Yy "biNryY”
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JNMWARY TNWYW 1TvDa
and to effect the downfall of the wicked Haman.

We have learned that through the miracle of Purim, the full . kN S e lo
four-letter name Havaya was revealed to Yisrael, a semblance =M (o= - B9
of the future geulah. In truth, so long as Amalek exists, the : 4 wh
holy name is incomplete. Yet, Haman himself, a descendant T %
of Amalek, by casting his lot down below, prompted HKB"H to S"FN RoR TM95M AmEen ms
cast the two lots of Yom Kippur in the heavens. When HKB"H - DWW MIMY nvap ona X BYNYS
placed the lot with the name Havaya written on it on Yisrael, RD°R 197 .m20Rn mivap
all four letters of the holy name were restored. D110 NTIWOW (mx b s03) K737 OWA

nnnw '757 LR NTIo nnhwn X

This enlightens us with regards to Mordechai’s profound
& 8 P n’x'm .TN "l"KW nerwn nimd n‘;:p

intent. He wrote in the Megillah: “Therefore, they called =
. ‘g g y e "o ban (Mo pnos) TN IR BY 9Y
these days Purim.” As pointed out, the name Purim is in S
b W PY ,RnyY X ,00% *m3 [¥aT el
the plural. Because when Haman cast his singular “pur down R R o & b
] 4 h
elow, he provoked HKB"H to cast the two lots above. Then gt ’1Jn:1wl m—— :'“ ‘;.”
I Ny i
Mordechai goes on to explain that the main simchah of Purim i i
) - = = rr—r) QP My nb:p ny ,0°" 115 h7voa
is due primarily to the name that was written on the “pur”-- e
»1am o yy"—in other words, the name Havaya.
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The Vilna Gaon explains, there was something about the miracle of
Purim that was not present in earlier miracles. When we originally received
the Torah, we entered a covenant with Hashem that involved us becoming
'& His people and accepting to fulfill His mitzvos. At the time the Purim story
occurred, we had broken that covenant and been exiled from our Land. The

gxpectation among the Jewish People was that with the covenant having
kLeen broken, the relationship between us and Hashem was more or less
over. The Jewish People at that time were described by Haman as being
~J “asleep from mitzvos,” i.e., either completely dormant, or perhaps even if
we were doing mitzvos, it was in a manner as if we were sleeping. The rea-
son for this “slumber” was also rooted in the notion that our relationship
with the One who gave us the mitzvos no longer meaningfully existed. In
short, our relationship with Hashem by that time had crashed.?

In that situation, the last thing we expected was for Him to perform
a miracle for us.

And yet that is exactly what He did.
\1
2. AHAVAH RABBAH AND AHAVAS OLAM

dn reaching out to us at that time, Hashem was demonstrating that
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o although we had broken the covenant with Him, our relationship with
Jé@m was not thereby broken. The strength of the relationship was thus
revealed specifically at that time when we had practically given up and
expected that Hashem had done the same. This was the irony of the
Purim story. It took the Jewish People having lapsed into a very low
state to establish the strength of Hashem’s love for them, and that His

wr connection with them is eternal and unbreakable.
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It is interesting to note the way in which we begin the berachah before

Shema in the morning and in the evening. In the morning, the blessing

(" while in the evening it describes it as “ahavas olam—eternal love.” These
(l two types of love reflect the two time frames represented by the morning
and the evening. In the “morning,” everything is bright, full of promise,
and nothing has gone wrong, which means that nothing has happened
to challenge the relationship, and as such, the love is “great love.” The

begins by describing Hashem’s love for us as “ahavah rabbah—great love,” }

“eyening” denotes a time of darkness where there may be issues, some of
which might even threaten the relationship itself. As such, the love is no
longer the “great love” of the morning, However, it is specifically at that

time where the strength of the relationship is revealed—that the love
oyercomes the problems that may have arisen because it is unconditional.
tis in the darkness represented by the “night” that the love is discovered
P be “ahavas olam—eternal love.” The story of Purim. which took place
during the “night” of our exile from our land, may be said to be the time
_when we discovered that even when we do not deserve “ahavah rabbah,”
i Hashem’s love for us remains “ahavas olam.”
This is what made Purim different from all the earlier miracles.
Indeed, this discovery of Hashem’s eternal love for us instilled within
the festival of Purim a message that extends far beyond the miracle that
occurred at the time. The exile during which the Purim story took place
was not our final exile. There would be subsequent exiles, including the
one we ourselves are currently in. Nonetheless, since our redemption
at Purim was accompanied by the revelation that our connection with
*Hashem is eternal and unbreakable, it contained within it an assurance:
we would also be redeemed from any subsequent exiles as well.
This is what we express in the paragraph of Shoshanas Yaakov that
follows the Megillah reading:

M1 Y33 ppm nvab nen onyon
Jou were their salvation for all eternity, and their hope in each ¥
,and every generation!
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3. A NEW ACCEPTANCE OF THE TORAH

We can now understand why, of all the miracles that Hashem per-
formed for us since the time we stood at Har Sinai, it was the miracle of
Purim that led us to reaccept the Torah. The discovery of the depth of
Hashem’s love for us that accompanied that miracle had a dramatic andl
decisive effect on the way we came to relate to Him, and we reciprocated
His love with an expression of our own by reaccepting His Torah with )

_love: “They upheld now what they had previously accepted!”

This idea can be understood on a deeper level. Prior to our breaking
the covenant and being exiled, it was difficult to know if Hashem actu-
ally loved us, or perhaps just loved “us doing His mitzvos.” It was only
when we had entered a state that was “dormant from mitzvos”—when

all that remained was “us”—that we discovered it was us that Hashem

loves for who we are, not just for what we do. The mitzvos are absolute

® obligations, and moreover they form the basis of Hashem’s covenant

with us, but they are not the basis of His love for us.
¥ Ironically, this understanding led to a fuller acceptance of the Torah
and mitzvos themselves. Appreciating that Hashem’s love for us is abso-
. lute and unconditional, we came to understand that giving us the Torah

was an expression of this love as a way for us to attain the highest level
of existence possible. With this realization, we embraced it fully in a way
that we may not have done initially, when we felt that perhaps it was not

love for us but other factors that were “motivating” Hashem to give it to
us. In this way, discovering that Hashem loves us even when we are not at

“™ our best itself became an inspiration for us to become our best.

\
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The commentators explain that the phrase “Megillas Esther,” the
name of the Scroll of Esther, also embodies a concept of “revealing that
which was concealed” (Megillah relates to the word gilui—revelation,
and Esther relates to the word nistar—hidden).

~J What was initially concealed that then became revealed at the time

of Esther? The commonly given answer is Hashem’s involvement in the
events of this world and His providence and supervision of His people
on a day-to-day level.

While this is certainly true, on a deeper level, something else that

was concealed became revealed at that time. Once the Jewish People

realized that Hashem’s love accompanies them wherever they go,

even after they had been exiled from their land for not upholding His
covenant, they then realized that there must be something that exists
(within them in all situations and through which they remain essentially
connected to Hashem under all circumstances.

n other words, what was revealed to the Jewish People at that time
was the nature of the Jewish People themselves!

Moreover, this nature was revealed to them not only as a result
of the miracle, but already at an earlier stage that led them to the
miracle. When their very existence as a nation was being threat-
ened—something that had never happened before— the essence of
their existence was thereby accessed and activated, shedding off all

(" &heir inertia and estrangement that had covered it for so many years,(

and led them back to Hashem in full repentance. Confronting th&\
threat of annihilation was truly a defining and revealing moment for
the Jewish People.

-
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7. PURIM AND YOM KIPPURIM: INSIDE THE INSIDE
There is a well-known idea found in the writings of the Arizal

that equates the days of Purim and Yom Kippur. Indeed, the name
Yom Kippurim—the Day of Atonement, is expounded as saying, Yom
K’Purim—a day like Purim.

This analogy needs to be examined very carefully, as it is not intuitive
at all. Indeed, if anyone that I knew independently made an equation
between these two days, I would suspect that they had never actually

experienced either of them! ,
In what way are Yom Kippur and Purim connected to each other?
Based on our discussion, we can see that they are in fact very
deeply connected, for both days are dedicated to expressing the same
idea—each time for a different goal.
X The goal of Yom Kippur is to achieve atonement for our wrongdo-

ings over the course of the year. Atonement itself is possible due to

the fact that the essence of the person has remained untouched and

unsullied by his sins, and the avodah of that day takes the form of us

identifying with that inner essence and not with the layers in between
" that led the person to sin. The Hebrew word ['chaper means to “wipe

away,” which is something that is possible with a substance that is_

extraneous to the place it rests on, not an essential part of it. On Yom
Kippur, we move inward toward our inner core and say, “This is me,
and the actions that come from here are the ones that represent me
and with which I identify.” Yom Kippur, above all, is a day of defining
who we are and who we are not.
Indeed, one of the unique features of Yom Kippur is that the Kohen
Gadol enters the Holy of Holies in the Beis Hamikdash, a place that is
known as lifnai v'lifnim—inside the inside. By entering the innermost
‘place in the Beis Hamikdash, the Kohen Gadol represents the Jewish-
! People who are likewise entering the innermost “place” of their exis-
(tence and identifying only with the actions that are appropriate for~

such a place.
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It is interesting to note that this place is not merely referred to as
“the inside,” but rather “inside the inside.” The element of our existence

that is “inside” represents our inner desires and motives—both con-

. scious and unconscious—which are often themselves selfish and de-

vious. Yom Kippur looks to access a place that lies deeper still—"“inside
the inside”—the pure and incorruptible core of our existence.

~v As we have seen, this pure essence is the very aspect of the Jewish
Reople that was revealed to us during the Purim story, which formed
the basis of our salvation at that time and that we emphasize and cele-
brate on the day of Purim. Thus, we say that Yom Kippur and Purim are

indeed two days that are very closely connected.”®

}331 The .dual focus of Purim may be aptly summed up in Esther’s own
words when asked by Achashverosh what she wished to request from
him. She replied:

ANYR23 MY MR WD) 7 1IN
Let my soul be given to me as my request, and my people as my
petition.”

Similarly, on Purim, every Jew celebrates the success, survival, and
unique mission of his people, as well as the incorruptible essence of his

or her own soul. In truth, there is no reason why focusing on one of

these aspects should preclude the other, for ultimately it is the same
essential quality that is responsible for both.

Thus, the focus on Purim is distinctly unlike that of every other day

_of the year. During the year, a conscientious Jew will be focusing on

what he is (or is not) doing, hopefully comparing it with what he should

(or should not) be doing, and this is indeed correct and appropriate, for

that is how we grow. On Purim, however, we do not focus on our deeds

but on our essence. We do not ask, “How am I doing?” but rather, “What

¢ am I?” The answer to that question is, ‘I am a Jew, and that being the

case, Hashem loves me and always willl”
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4. 'The Eliyahu Rabbah says that Hashem forgives the sins of
the Jews on Purim just like He does on Yom Kippur. Yom
Kippur was established exclusively as a kaparabh, atonement,
_for the sin of the golden calf, which the Jews worshiped
r with festive cating and drinking. This is why we abstain
from eating and drinking on that day as atonement. Purim,
on the other hand, saw the salvation of the Jews through
~ their fasting and teshuvah, and consequently Purim js
celebrated by means of eating and drinking. Nevertheless,
each holiday has both the elements of feasting and fasting,
in that Yom Kippur is preceded by a day associated with a
mitzvah to eat (Erev Yom Kippur), and Purim is preceded
by a day of fasting (Taanis Esther).

(Sefer Titamei HaMinhagim U'Mekor HaDinim, p. 378)

29 Generally, yamim tovim are spent dedicating chetzyolaShem,

“half the day to Hashem,” meaning half the day is focused

on Hashem through learning and davening, and chetzyo
lachem, “half the day for yourselves,” meaning that half the

day is focused on the personal physical enjoyment of the vom

" _tov meals and festivities (see Pesachim 68b and Beitzah 15b).
In contrast, Yom Kippur is spent kulo laShem, completely
dedicated to Hashem, and Purim is spent kulo lachem,
completely dedicated to yourselves.

"The reason for this is_that between the two of them,
Rurim and Yom Kippur are two halves of one whole yom
<tov, such that together they are chetzyo laShem and chetzyo
lachem. They each bring a person to purity, but in different
ways. On Yom Kippur, we pull the tabarab, purity, out of
the zumab, impurity, while on Purim, we go into the tumah
to extract the zzharab.
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To illustrate, imagine that one is removing gold from
gold ore, the process by which one obtains pure gold. The
first step is to remove all the gold you can from the ore.
This is Yom Kippur. The leftover material will be a waste
product containing both other metals, the impurities, and
a small amount of gold that is more strongly bonded to
those other metals. The second step is to literally go into
the waste product, the impurities, find those pieces of pure
gold, and extract them. ‘This is Purim.

On Yom Kippur, we fast, making it relatively easy to
acquire holiness and purity. However, on Purim, when we are
feasting, it is a more difficult task. Drinking wine and feasting
cant very easily lead to disgraceful and unholy gluttony and
drunkenness; yet on Purim, we elevate these physical acts by

! engaging in them for the sake of a mitzvah. This is how weg
extract the #aharah from the sumah on Purim.

* It is interesting to note that Yom Kippur and Purim can
atver fall out on the same day of the week. Based on the
rule of Y1 Y78 89, that Rosh HaShanah cannot fall out
on Sunday (%), Wednesday (1), or Friday (1), Yom Kippur,
which is ten days after Rosh HaShanah, can only fall outo

~ Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Shabbos. The reason for
this is that Yom Kippur can only fall out on days that are

9

¥ tabor, pure. Sunday is not pure because on Sunday Hashem
created earth and water, and earthenware as well as water
are mekabel tumah, susceptible to impurity. Tuesday is
also impure because on it Hashem created the trees, and
wooden vessels are also mekabel tumah. Finally, Friday is
impure because man and animals were created then and
both are mekabel tumab.
=P, In contrast, since Purim is focused on the extraction
of the tabarah from the tumah, it can specifically fall out
aq any of those tumah days, but not on the zahor days. As
such, Yom Kippur and Purim function as two halves of the
same whole, completing the week and bringing holiness
and purity into our lives in their different ways.

Wildemess of Sinai by juxtaposing the two events. ] n:;ﬁwz;:\ ';;1\:1 1;‘3)@‘; 1nN® M — Just as their
coming to the Wilderness of Sinai was in a state of repentance,” “129W/n32 21970 DYV K —~ S0,

too, their journey from Rephidim was in a state of renentance.®
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There is one more interesting idea to point out here. It

" goes without saying that Shabbos is pure. Monday is pure
because it was then that Hashem created the firmament
~(which_is pure), and Wednesday is_pure because on it
Hashem created the stars and planets (which are pure).
However, while Thursday is pure according to Torah law,
Dbecause fish and birds, which were created on that day,

< Biblically not mekabel tumah, there are certain birds

(e

chat can become tamei by Rabbinic law when it comes to
making vessels out of their bones and eggs (see Bartenura
to Keilim 17:14). Therefore, Yom Kippur, a Biblically
//\IJ mandated holiday, can fall out on Thursday, because it has

no connection to the Rabbinical impurity of the day, and
Purim can also fall out on Thursday, because Purim is a

Rabbinically mandated holiday, and as such relates to the
Rabbinically mandated impurity of those birds.

(Rav Efraim Waxman, shlita, in the name of the

Yid HaKadosh of Peshischa)
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curtain, and stretches them like a tent to dwell in.®™® 71—
Sky is the heaven W33 nibpa magin Mk man 1y — in
which the sun, moon, stars and constellations are fixed,™
soatgi P73 DN DOR 1N, TRRY — as it says:=* And God
made the two great luminaries, the greater luminary to dominate
the day and the lesser luminary to dominate the night; and the
stars. And God set them in the sky of the heaven. DY —
Mills is the third heaven nimmiy onmy AW — in which
millstones stand  tvpv1yY 1 nnivy — and grind manna for
the righteous, " NP oY T Synn BRNY WN,, WY
o gy g mpby — as it says:® He commanded the mills
above, and opened the doors of heaven, and rained upon them
_ manna to eat etc., and gave them heavenly grain. %3y —
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2. Purim and Yom Kippur are similar in that Hashem forgives
_the sins of the Jews on both of these days. However, Purim
is even greater than Yom Kippur because Yom Kippur only
-+ atones for those who do teshuvah, while Purim even atones
*Jfor those who do not. _
The reason special clemency is granted on Purim is
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because of a special rule of tzedaka that exists exclusively -
for Purim. Normally, one has the right to investigate

" the legitimacy of a collector’s claim to neediness before
distributing rzedakah to him. On_Purim, however, the
< halachah requires us to_give to whoever requests charity

without checking into his legitimacy (Shulchan Aruch,

Orach Chaim 694:3). ' e 1 U Tari T
The Gemara (Megillah 7a) learns from the passuk, ¥ (210 an> ) NN e oW pYavin vnmsT Ixn ’: J ',‘7 5
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what was accepted below [by the Jews).” Just as the Jews
accepted upon themselves to give charity on Purim to all
who ask without checking into them, so too, as long as
we just ask on Purim, Hashem answers our prayers and
forgives us without checking into whether we are worthy
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